2JO     CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

conceive the Whigs would grant, that they have naturally
no very great veneration for crowned heads; that they
allow, the person of the prince may, upon many occasions,
be resisted by arms; and that they do not condemn the
war raised against King Charles the First, or own it to be a
rebellion, though they would be thought to blame his
murder. They do not think the prerogative to be yet
sufficiently limited, and have therefore taken care (as a par-
ticular mark of their veneration for the illustrious house of
Hanover) to clip it closer against next reign; which, con-
sequently, they would be glad to see done in the present:
not to mention, that the majority of them, if it were put to
the vote, would allow, that they prefer a commonwealth
before a monarchy. As to religion ; their universal, undis--
puted maxim is, that it ought to make no distinction at all
among Protestants ; and in the word Protestant they include
every body who is not a Papist, and who will, by an oath,
give security to the government. Union in discipline and
doctrine, the offensive sin of schism, the notion of a Church
and a hierarchy, they laugh at as foppery, cant and priest-
craft. They see no necessity at all that there should be a
national faith; and what we usually call by that name, they
only style the " religion of the magistrate."l Since the Dis-
senters and we agree in the main, why should the difference
of a few speculative points, or modes of dress, incapacitate
them from serving their prince and country, in a juncture
when we ought to have all hands up against the com-
mon enemy? And why should they be forced to take
the sacrament from our clergy's hands, and in our pos-<
ture, or indeed why compelled to receive it at all, when
they take an employment which has nothing to do with
religion ?

These are the notions which most of that party avow,
and which they do not endeavour to disguise or set off with
false colours, or complain of being misrepresented about,
I have here placed them on purpose, in the same light which
themselves do, in the very apologies they make for what we
accuse them of; and how inviting even these doctrines are,

1 See Swift's " Letter Concerning the Sacramental Test" (vol. iv.,
p. II of present edition).   [T. S.]